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measured. One such scale was provided by Sir Clements Mark-
ham when he wrote that Scott's last expedition was " the most
completely equipped expedition for scientific purposes , . . that
had ever left these shores/' While this was true, Mawson's first
expedition was partly contemporary with Scott's last expedition
and the former had fifteen professional scientists at the three bases
he eventually established, while there were only eight of this class
in the two Terra Nova Shore Parties. Mawson's men were mainly
university students, thirteen of whom were graduates. There were
three medical doctors.
Captain John King Davis was Second in Command of the
expedition and Master of the Aurora, an old sealer that had been
acquired for the voyage. Frank Wild had soon forgotten the
hardships he endured on the Nimrod Expedition and was setting
out on his third trip to Antarctica where he was to take charge of
the Western Base. The leaders of the sledge parties and others
will be mentioned kter; but Dr. Xavier Mertz, as a mountaineer,
must be introduced to the reader here, also Frank Hurley, a young
photographer who was about to receive his baptism of snow.
The Aurora was one of the vessels that had gone to the relief
of General Greely in 1884 when most of his men perished in Smith
Sound. Her hull was heavily built and she carried about 600 tons.
There was a small steam engine of 98 horse-power. Captain Davis
took her down the Thames on July zyth, 1911, and arrived at
Hobart, Tasmania, on November 4th. He had forty-nine Green-
land dogs on board; for the first time on a British Antarctic
expedition dogs became the principal means of land transport, but
the number taken was insufficient. An air-tractor was to be used
experimentally, and this, with a motor-launch and three wireless
installations necessitated the carriage of about 6,000 gallons of
petrol
The Toroa, a small steamer, was chartered for the transport of
men and material to the first base on Macquarie Island. It was
deemed necessary to have a wireless station between the installations
in Australia and Antarctica, and this island was suitable for the
purpose, lying 850 miles to the south-south-east of Tasmania. As
it is in the sub-Antarctic zone, Mawson's station there will not
greatly concern us; but we should notice that the island had
not been properly charted or explored until this station was
established
Cto December and, 1911, the Bishop of Tasmania held an inter-